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Dates For 
Your Diary

26th October -
Winter Term Begins

2nd November -
Mock Interviews

4th November -
Mock Interviews

12th November -
Mock Interviews

16th November -
In-Service Day

17th November -
In-Service Day

10th December -
S5/6 Parents’ Evening

21st December -
Christmas Holidays 
Begin

ELLON ACADEMY – NEW SCHOOL

I am sure you will all share in our excitement and joy at the news that joint funding 
from Aberdeenshire and the Scottish Government has been released to build a 
new Ellon Academy campus.  As you will be aware, the school and Parent Council 
have been working with Aberdeenshire Council for many years to achieve this 
goal.  Now that the announcement has been made, the next stage is to move the 
process forward so that some of our current, and all our future pupils, may 
experience the joy of moving into a new Academy.

The planning now begins, and I hope that many of you will work with the school, 
Parent Council and local community in identifying a site and bringing the reality of 
a new Academy to fruition!

I am delighted to inform you that our students, your children, have again performed very well in the recent SQA examinations.  It is always a 
nerve racking experience waiting for results and I know, from my telephone discussions with many parents and students, how relieved they 
were when their hard work provided them the results they had hoped for.

There were numerous highlights to the examination results, including overall improvements at Higher and Advanced Higher levels. Of the 10 
‘national indicators’ used to measure improvements in attainment, Ellon Academy improved in 6 from the previous session and achieved 
better than the Aberdeenshire averages in 9 out of the 10 indicators! 

Of particular note was the improvement in the most challenging area of attainment, Advanced Higher.  The school improved attainment from 
16% in 2008 to 21% in 2009.  This is one of the best statistics across all Aberdeenshire schools.

Well done to all our students!

SQA EXAMINATION RESULTS

SCHOOL WORKING WEEK
As you are aware, the school is considering 
changing the working week, including the start and 
finish times.  There were 19 respondents to the 
1300 letters that were issued to all our pupils and 
all primary 7 pupils in our cluster schools.  All 
comments have been considered and the proposal 
now lies with Aberdeenshire Council.  I will keep 
you informed of further developments.

CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE 
DEVELOPMENTS 

The national Curriculum for Excellence programme continues 
to develop in all primary and secondary schools across 
Scotland, including Ellon.  All our staff are prioritising their
work this year to ensure that next year’s first year pupils have 
a curriculum that meets the new requirements and, in 
particular, links closely with their primary experiences.  
Numerous meetings have taken place between primary and 
secondary colleagues and a meeting has already taken place 
with Parent Council representatives from our associated 
primary schools.  Further information will be shared 
throughout this session, particularly with our primary 7 pupils 
and parents. 

ELLON ACADEMY 
PARENT FORUM

The Parent Council will be holding the annual 
Parent Forum meeting on Wednesday 4 
November at 7.00pm at the school. At the 
meeting you will hear how the school 
and Parent Council have worked together 
with the community and Local Authority to 
take forward a number of issues including; 
school transport, a new school, the updated 
curriculum alongside others. The meeting is 
open to all parents and we hope you will join 
us in taking forward our school. Further 
details will be issued by letter after the 
October holiday. 

NEWS FROM THE RECTOR
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By Lauren Johnston 1C2

Each pupil takes part in three electives: two are your own choice and one is 
assigned depending on your gender. The girls complete Sisters Doing it for 
Themselves. While the boys take part in Boys to Men. Mrs Mudie runs the girl’s 
elective. It consists of guest visits, games and keeping a diary. This elective is 
enjoyed by many people and will hopefully be enjoyed by the next group of girls.

S1 ELECTIVES – SISTERS DOING IT FOR THEMSELVES

By Tom Owen 2F1

SCHOOL UNIFORM
School uniform is a wonderful thing, as it makes the pupils of Ellon Academy instantly 
recognisable to the community. A school dress code establishes and maintains a 
common identity. Pupils identify with one another more readily if they have their 
clothing in common. Ellon Academy has recently placed focus on maintaining the 
school dress code. 

By Kirsty Fraser 2M1

Mrs Radford is a new member of staff at Ellon 
Academy. She left her 19 year job of being a primary 
teacher for the upper school at Hatton Primary to 
become a member of the Support for Learners team at 
Ellon Academy. She also helps the P6 – S1 transition 
teacher helping to develop and coordinate the new 
Curriculum for Excellence.
In Mrs Radford’s last job her role was to organise and 
teach curriculum activities and exercises for class. Her 
new role is to support staff and pupils during the change 
and challenges of the new curriculum. 
So, we know  what her new job and role is at the 
Academy, so now you’ll find out what her interests are 
and a few of her favourite things. Out of school, Mrs 
Radford enjoys skiing, Kite Buggying, going on 
Facebook, belly dancing and going on adventures in her 
yellow bug! Her favourite things to eat are green olives, 
cheese, raspberries, freshly baked bread, Portsoy ice –
cream and chocolate brownies. Mrs Radford loves the 
colour yellow and if she could have a super power it 
would be to be Mary Poppins as the house work would 
be done in the snap of her fingers, children would be 
eager to learn, she’d have an amazing handbag, she 
could fly with her brolly and she could go on LOADS of 
amazing adventures. Mrs Radford will fit perfectly into 
our school. 

MRS RADFORD

Previously this term, twenty-one pupils and three staff from Ellon Academy went 
out to Casa Salvatore’s for lunch, as part of the WhoSE Food is it Anyway? S1 
Elective. As part of the WhoSE Food is it Anyway? choice, pupils get to write, talk, 
eat and prepare food throughout the 10-week course. At one point, the class took 
on the role of food critics and went out to lunch at Casa Salvatore’s. The trip was 
enjoyed by all and will hopefully be enjoyed by those pupils who get to take part in 
it on the next rotation.  

S1 ELECTIVES – WHOSE FOOD IS IT ANYWAY?

By Lynsey Stewart 1F2

As a consequence of a consultation held in the 08/09 session, the times for parents’
evening are now from 5pm till 7.30pm. Questionnaires were given to parents, as well as 
sent out in the post, on this matter and most parents thought that the times for meeting 
teachers, before the chang, started too early. The school will continue to evaluate this 
important aspect of school life. Mrs McClymont, who oversees Parents’ Evenings, urges 
parents to complete the questionnaires that will be handed out on the night by the 
Executive Team, as we value parents opinions greatly. 

PARENTS’ EVENING

By Lynsey Stewart 1F2

On 3rd and 4th of September the S1 Induction took place. This involved all S1 pupils 
taking part in activities in the Academy and at Haddo House.  
The purpose of these two days was to try new activities and for the register classes to 
get to know one another. 
The classes were put into house groups and participated in various activities. These 
included workshops from the Tree of Knowledge, developing key skills for learning and 
using Mind Genius. Not even the rain could stop our S1s taking plenty away with them 
from their induction. By Lewis Insch 1K1

S1 INDUCTION

The S1 electives, also known as ‘Enrichment’, are a series of courses which aim 
to teach children skills to complement their academic achievements. Enrichment 
takes place on Wednesdays during periods 4 and 5. Lunch can be used as well 
which allows more flexibility for excursions. There are many different courses 
which combine work from two Faculties, such as Science and English, or Maths 
and Technical. 
The new S1s chose their courses on the visit days, and they had a long list to 
choose from, such as Presenting Science, Rugby, and Whose Food Is It 
Anyway?

S1 ELECTIVES

By Tom Owen 2F1

OCTOBER HOLIDAYS
Aberdeenshire council will be running the well-known P7 
– S4 group of events over the October holidays every 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Lots of exciting trips 
are available- new and old favourites. The pick up points 
include Ellon and other Aberdeenshire areas. A new 
addition is early pick-ups at 8:00am and late pick-ups at 
5:30pm.  More information and a booking form available 
at www.aberdeenshire. gov.uk/holiday or by phoning 
01467 628283.

By Lewis Insch 1K1
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How infuriating is it to watch people cross the road ten metres from a 
pedestrian crossing? This is the feeling of parents of former pupils who 
fought for the pedestrian crossing outside the new building of the 
Academy. 15 years ago there were no traffic lights at Ellon Academy. Mrs 
McMillan (Deputy Rector) remembers the traffic lights being put up two or 
three years after her arrival at the academy. Many Ellon academy pupils do 
not understand how hard the parents fought for the lights to be installed.
Before the installation of the lights there were many incidents involving 
pupils. In 1992 there were two incidents involving pupils who sustained 
minor cuts and bruises. This is precisely this kind of incident the lights were 
used to stop. The Traffic lights were officially in use in 1994 but many 
pupils felt it was wrongly placed a concern still raised to this day.
It took parents seven years of hard work, pestering and perseverance to 
finally get the green light for the pedestrian crossing that have recently 
been updated. Hopefully the lights will help safeguard the lives of pupils for 
years to come.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

By John Paterson 4C1

On Tuesday the 22nd September a Primary / Secondary Liaison Meeting was held at the academy. 
Primary colleagues, SPL staff and a group of English teachers discussed the transfer of the Primary 
Sevens to the academy over tea/coffee and biscuits. The teachers were discussing different ways to 
help the new S1’s settle in at the Academy. Coming up to the academy can be a very nerve-wracking 
experience so the new pupils need all the support they can get! Having S1 pupils look after the primary 
sevens during the S1 induction days is one of the great ways to help make the Primary sevens feel more 
confident about coming up to the academy. 

By Matthew Kain 3K2

LIAISON MEETING

Ellon Academy canteen has stopped purchasing chocolate over the 
Summer Holidays in an attempt to influence students to sculpt 
themselves a healthier diet.  Fair-trade committee from Ellon Academy 
has stopped selling their fair trade chocolate.  The salt has been 
removed from the canteens at Ellon, hoping for a Healthy Schools
award in the further future.  In the canteen, pupils can’t purchase chips 
alone but must have another item e.g. burger or hotdog.  These food 
items are equally as bad for the pupils.

“The school should supply us with a range of nutritious bars instead of 
dried up, tasteless apricots which look like droppings of some sort,” said 
Kristy Fraser.

“Its terrible,” said Jodie Stalker.
Rachel Morrison thinks its “Pointless because people will just go 
somewhere else.”
Although pupils from Ellon Academy cannot acquire chocolate, salt or 
chips or cheese at the schools cafeterias, they can still go into the 
centre of Ellon to purchase their wanted confectionary. 

NO CHIPS NO CHOCOLATE

By Lauren Johnston 1C2

Every year around this time, Drama club pulls their collective socks 
up and prepares for the annual Shakespeare schools festival. This 
year was no different as the group was split into two halves, both of 
them performing at the Festival on 18th September. The two plays, 
“As You Like It” and “The Merchant of Venice”, gave their own unique 
twist on the William Shakespeare’s classic tales. “As you like it”
succeeds in giving off an even more comedic vibe than it already
would of, with hippies abound and plenty of subtle humour, you 
would have to be devoid of humour to not even grin at this 
production. The cast of the play consists of many Drama Club 
veterans as well as several newcomers but all of them with equal
amounts of enthusiasm. On the flipside, “The Merchant of Venice”
group opted for a different approach by making the people of Venice 
very much similar to Super models with stylish clothes and making 
the Jews wear very Goth style clothes. Both of the plays were praised 
for their choices of costume as well as their superb acting by the 
organizers of the Shakespeare School Festival. This was also the
first time that either group had seen the other group perform. The 
performances were received with a insurmountable amount of 
clapping and the crowd certainly enjoyed the group’s performances. 
So what’s next for the group? Well the two plays could soon be being 
shown at the school for pupil’s enjoyment. The Club is also inviting 
new pupils that would like to join the drama club should come along 
next week as now is the perfect time for the New S1’s to start! 

DRAMA CLUB

By Joe Briggs 4F2

On Friday the 11th of 
September Mr Paterson held his 
lunchtime lecture. This lecture 
was based around the Loch 
Ness Monster. This club has 
been going on for a year. It is 
open to both staff and pupils all 
over the school. Previous 
lectures have been 10 strangest 
deaths in history, Stalingrad, 
Jack the ripper and torcher. Mr 
Paterson has some great new 
lecture ideas for later on in the 
term these consist of Loch Ness 
Monster, strangest deaths in 
history II and Battle of Britain.

“The idea is to talk about 
something interesting” Mr 
Paterson quotes.
If you are interested in the 
lectures then you could consider 
joining.

LUNCHTIME LECTURE: 
LOCH NESS MONSTER 

By Kirsty Fraser 2M1 

MR SMITH
Mr Smith, the former head the art department, has 
retired. He worked at Ellon Academy for quite a long 
time, 35 years! He often lead school trips, such as West 
Coast Camp, Skiing, and Castaway.  He was well liked, 
and his lessons were very fun. He will be missed, and 
we hope he enjoys his retirement!

By Tom Owen 2F1
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This terms last week will be a special week as 3 of the schools departments 
will take part in a theme week focusing on the African Slave trade. The entire 
week will have activities related to remembering the horrific enslavement of 
African people. Slave trade is always a big subject for anybody to tackle, it’s 
very important to remember the inhumanity of man on man and be vigilant to 
counter such evil where it occurs. The three departments that shall be taking 
part are Modern Studies, English and History. Modern Studies will be 
educating the pupils of the most important events in the History of the Slave 
Trade. The English Department will be focusing on Spiritual Songs and their 
use and the History Department shall be teaching about the Underground 
Railway where Slaves were smuggled away from their masters. This week 
shall prove beneficial to the pupils taking part making them aware of Slave 
Trade and it’s history. Even if some pupils have prior knowledge of this then it 
hall be a nice break from normal class curriculum.

On the last week of term we will have our annual Theme 
Week. This includes the environment that I’m sure 
everyone looks after very well.
In the S1 elective ‘Environment Matters’ they were 
helping the environment in many different ways. They 
picked up litter and are having a fundraising event. The 
money they raise will go towards ‘Hodgers’ a charity 
which helps mainly hedgehogs and foxes. They hope to 
raise a lot of money. Everyone hopes all of these events 
will go very well. Well Done.
The environment committee and volunteers are helping 
the environment. They are also going to pick up litter in 
and outside of the school grounds. They will do a 
splendid job. 

SLAVE TRADE WEEK THEME WEEK

By Joe Briggs 4F2 By Sam Snell  1S1

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION
On Wednesday the 16th of September Ellon Academy held a Homecoming 2009 Fundraising Day.
Ellon Academy Pupils have danced and sang on mass to raise funds for special activities for all year groups.  These activities include of 
Educational Activities Week and the transport, held before the summer holidays. Before the homecoming event Danielle Burn said, “I think it a great 
idea, I love the idea of the dancing.” Miss Anderson also said “I think it is a wonderful opportunity for the staff and pupils at Ellon Academy to join 
together in a fun activity, and to celebrate the Scottish Homecoming in a spectacular way.” On the afternoon of September 16th, all pupils and staff 
present were provided with a free bottle of water from Sangs of Banff to clear their throats after they danced Dashing White Sergeant and before 
the reading of Tam O’ Shanter.  The pupils were encouraged to wear ‘House’ colours and tartan.  The pupils also had the opportunity to buy the 
popular ‘See You Jimmy’ hats for £2.50, to help them get into the Scottish spirit. The scheduled programme of events for the celebration was 
Dashing White Sergant, a reading and performance of ‘Tam O’Shanter’, the song ‘500 Miles’ and ‘Hooligans Jig’ by all the pupils from Ellon 
academy. 

By Matthew Kain 3K2 

The reading of “Tam O’Shanter” was a huge success at 
the Homecoming Celebration. While the different year 
groups read aloud “Tam O’Shanter”, Mr Patterson acted 
out the poem along side some higher drama pupils. It was 
a superb performance.  Mrs Barrack led the poem and did 
a fabulous job of hosting the event. The English teachers 
also did a fantastic job of helping their classes learn the 
poem. This really got everyone into the Scottish spirit. 
Hopefully, this won’t be our last Homecoming celebration!

TAM O’SHANTER

By Kirsty Fraser 2M1

One of the most highly anticipated events of 
the afternoon was the mass singing of the 
Proclaimers song 500 miles. After the 
energetic reading of Tam O’ Shanter, everyone 
sang fantastically and put there all into it. The 
large group of guitarists were very good and 
coped with the false start fantastically as did 
the teachers who joined in. 

500 MILES

By Lewis Insch 1K1 

By Lynsey Stewart 1F2

The 1200 pupils from Ellon Academy had a jolly jig 
of a good time at the Homecoming Celebrations, 
on Wednesday 16th September. Dances included 
were the Dashing White Sergeant and the 
Hooligans Jig. There was also several Highland 
Dancers (?, ?, ?, ?, ?, and Iona Black who is 
Scottish Champion,) who performed on stage. The 
PE Department played a massive part by teaching 
every pupil how to perform the dances, as well as 
organising everyone into formation on the day. 
Everyone had a good time and are looking forward 
to future events where they can show off their new 
ceilidh-dancing skills.

DANCE

I am delighted to announce that the 
Homecoming FUNdraising event, where 
every pupil participated in Scottish country 
dancing, singing and poetry reading raised 
almost £8,000.  This is an excellent 
achievement and there were a number of 
pupils who collected significant amounts of 
monies.

As an incentive, pupils collecting the most 
money were placed into a draw for various 
prizes including i-tunes vouchers, a ‘top of 
the range’ mobile telephone, i-pod etc.

In addition, the class collecting the most 
money also win a prize which has yet to be 
agreed with them.  The main prize winners 
are;

XXX
Mobile Telephone

XXXX
i-pod

Lucy Philip raised £134 and wins xxxxx
and Class 1M1 raised the huge amount of 
£458.95, an outstanding achievement.

All money raised will go towards reducing 
costs for curricular and extra-curricular 
activities such educational and sporting 
trips, cultural visits and our Educational 
Activities Week (EAW) in June. 

HOMECOMING FUNDRAISING

By Mr McKay


